f Incomplete Week.
The outstanding feature during the holiday month of July, when there was a heat wave, is the relatively small number of deaths from diarrhoea and enteritis among young infants, for there were only 17 against 62 a year ago. The total number of deaths under one year of age numbered 93 compared with 103, a reduction which is only partly explained by the lower birth rate, 21.9 against 24.7.
Cases notified as dysentery, 117, were considerably more numerous than in 1947, but this has probably resulted through the practice of medical practitioners now bringing these cases to the notice of the Department with a view to removal to hospital. Cases of scarlet fever were also more numerous, 285 against 191, which indicates a continuance of the prevalence of that disease which was evident during the first psrt of the year ; there were no deaths. The number of cases of diphtheria remains low and there was only one death.
